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Praise in the Pines
set this weekend

Seven people 
charged in 

Oneida fentanyl 
investigation

BY JOSEPHINE 
HINDERMAN

NEWS EDITOR

The second Praise in 
the Pines Christian music 
festival is set to take place 
at the Northland Pines 
High School Fieldhouse this 
Saturday.

Food trucks will be 
available to attendees 
starting at 1 p.m., with doors 
to the event opening at 2 
p.m. and the concert set to 
begin at 6:30 p.m. The event 
will run until about 9:30 p.m.

The festival will feature 
Newsboys and keynote 
speaker Brad Davison, 
all set to perform in the 
fi eldhouse, which has been 
transformed into a concert 
venue. The renovation of  
the fi eldhouse included 
advanced lighting and 
sound equipment, staging 
and seating for over 2,900 
guests.

While Newsboys have 
recently made headlines 
after frontman Michael Tait 
faced allegations of  assault 
and drug abuse, resulting in 

him stepping away from the 
band earlier this year, event 
organizers say that they’re 
“choosing love” and are still 
excited to host the band, 
emphasizing that other band 
members had no a�  liation 
with Tait’s behavior.

“We’re trying to do 
what Jesus would want 
us to do, and these four 
men are innocent of  all 
this avalanche of  negative 
publicity,” said Praise in the 
Pines President Bill Lochte. 
“They’re fathers and they’re 
husbands and they have kids 
to raise and they are being 
attacked for something they 
did not do or know of. People 
are associating them with 
Tait’s bad behavior, and 
their livelihoods are now at 
stake. But they’re coming 
here to honor Christ.”

In a statement posted to 
Facebook, event organizers 
added, “We continue to move 
forward with our mission to 
glorify God through music 
and worship… (Newsboys) 
are approaching this 

BY NEWS-REVIEW STAFF

Seven individuals, 
including fi ve from 
Rhinelander, have been 
arrested and charged in 
Oneida County Circuit 
Court with Conspiracy 
to Manufacture/Deliver 
Fentanyl last week.

The charges come after 
a lengthy investigation 
conducted by the Oneida 
County Sheri� ’s O�  ce, 
Northcentral Drug 
Enforcement Group Task 
Force (NORDEG) and the 
Wisconsin Department 
of  Justice-Division of  
Criminal Investigation.

The following individuals 
were involved in a 
conspiracy to transport 
fentanyl to the Rhinelander 
area and distribute it 
locally, according to a 
press release from the 
Oneida County Sheri� ’s 
O�  ce: Jerome Brisby, 40, 

and Lance Reinke, 36, from 
outside the area, and Joseph 
LaPuma, 29, Ryan Nest, 40, 
Zane Olsen, 27, Lisa Hooper, 
38, and Desiree McGinnity, 
21, of  Rhinelander.

Fentanyl is a potent 
synthetic opioid drug and 
is often responsible for 
both fatal and non-fatal 
overdoses. 

According to the sheri� ’s 
o�  ce, recent trends have
shown that fentanyl is
being mixed with other
illicit drugs to increase the
potency. Fentanyl is known
to be highly addictive.

During the investigation, 
assistance was provided 
by the Rhinelander Police 
Department, Wisconsin 
State Patrol, Portage 
County Sheri� ’s O�  ce, 
Marathon County Sheri� ’s 
O�  ce, Central Wisconsin 
Narcotics Task Force and 
the Waushara County 
Sheri� ’s O�  ce.

Bourbon and Beer 
fundraiser nets 

$77,300 for 
Dome repairs

BY CHRIS OATMAN
CORRESPONDENT

The Eagle River 
Recreation Association 
(ERRA) netted $77,300 at 
its Cheers for a Cause: 
Bourbon and Beer event 
last Thursday night at 
Eagle Waters Resort, nearly 
doubling the amount raised 
at last year’s event.

Bourbon and Beer 
started in 2019 and became 
the ERRA’s only major 
fundraiser when the long-

standing Youth Days 
Auction was held for the 
last time in 2021.

Once again, ERRA Board 
member Genevieve Hicks 
led the organizational 
e� ort along with her Boat 
Sport Marina family and 
fellow board members Kim 
Adamovich and Abbey 
Gatlin.

Several businesses and 
individuals donated items 
for ra  ̈ es and auctions.

Aspirus, health departments 
highlight growing tick-borne threat

BY NEWS-REVIEW STAFF

A rare but potentially 
deadly tick-borne illness 
is making headlines in 
Wisconsin after health 
o�  cials confi rmed recent
cases of  Powassan virus.

The virus, transmitted 
by the same blacklegged 
tick that spreads Lyme 
disease, has clinicians on 
alert and public health 
experts urging vigilance.

Powassan virus is part 
of  the fl avivirus family, 
a group of  viruses that 
includes more familiar 

names like West Nile, 
Zika and Dengue. Unlike 
its mosquito-borne 
cousins, Powassan is 
transmitted exclusively 
by the Ixodes scapularis, 
or blacklegged tick. These 
ticks are known carriers 
of  multiple pathogens 
and once transmitted, the 
virus can move rapidly 
through the bloodstream 
to the brain, causing viral 
encephalitis, a dangerous 
swelling of  the brain that 
may result in long-term 
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TRICK SKIS — An 
Aqua Devil water 
ski show performer 
prepares for her act 
on a pair of trick skis 
in Three Lakes last 
week. See more on 
Page 1B.  —Photo By 
Kurt Krueger

HODAG FEST 2025 — The 47th annual Hodag Country Festival was held in Rhinelander last Thursday through Saturday. 
See more on 2B.  —Photo By Gary Ridderbusch



The Eagle River Fire Department is requesting
bids for clearing trees at 1844 Rangeline Rd.

The Scope of Work Includes:
Clearing and removing trees as marked on the
property; stump grinding as indicated by the
department; hauling away all debris; and leaving
the site clear and ready for future site work.

Site Visit:
Contractors may schedule a site walk to review
the scope prior to bidding by contacting the
Eagle River Fire Department at (715) 479-8835.

Bid Deadline:
12:00 p.m. Friday, July 25, 2025

Submit Sealed Bids to:
820 E Pine St.,

Eagle River, WI 54521
Bids will be opened on July 25 at 12:01 p.m.

BID NOTICE
FOR CLEARING TREES
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NOTICE
VACANCY - VILAS COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

District #18 – City of Eagle RiverWards, 4 & 5 and
Town of Lincoln, Ward 5

The Vilas County Board Chairman is accepting applications for an
individual to be appointed to �ll the unexpired term of Vilas County
Supervisor, District #18, comprised of the City of Eagle River Wards,
4 & 5 and Town of Lincoln, Ward 5. Pursuant to Wis. Stat. §59.10(3)(e)
applicants for this appointment must be a quali�ed elector and a resident
of District #18 for at least 28 days to be eligible to �ll this vacancy.
Applicants for this position should send a letter expressing interest in the
position and a resume to:

Chairman Jerry Burkett
Vilas County Board of Supervisors

District #18 Applications
330 Court Street

Eagle River, WI 54521
OR

Email: kiolko@vilascountywi.gov
Applications for this vacancy will be received and considered until there
is an appointment. Appointment of any applicant by the Vilas County
Board Chairman is subject to Vilas County Board rati�cation.
Kimberly A. Olkowski
Vilas County Clerk
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More than 50% of adults have a positive
perception of ads in print newspapers.*
Want to be next to trusted
content? Place your ad in this
newspaper and a network of
newspapers in the state!
Call this paper
or 800-227-7636

*Kantar Millward Brown, Feb. 2018
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www.cnaads.com

TOWN OF CLOVERLAND, VILAS COUNTY
REQUESTING BIDS FOR FLEX PATCHING

ON LISTED TOWN ROADS
Flex patching .79 miles on Cloverland Dr, 1.21 miles on
E Hunter Lake Rd, .59 miles on West Rd, 1.43 miles on
Boot Lake Rd, 2.2 miles on River Rd. Total miles for 
ex
patching 6.22 miles.
More detailed project information packet can be picked
up at the Cloverland Town Hall or you can download it
from on our website at www.townofcloverland.wi.gov
Call Chairman Steve Favorite at 715-891-1785 to meet
to go over project.
Mark “Bid” on envelope and mail to: Town of Cloverland
P.O. Box 1565 Eagle River, WI 54521 or drop o� bids
at Town Hall by end of o�ce hours of 12:00 PM
on August 6, 2025. You may also present sealed
bid in-person by 6:30 PM. Bids will be opened at
the Cloverland Town Board Meeting on August 6, 2025,
at 6:30 PM.
The Cloverland Town Board has a right to refuse any
and all bids.

Tracy Schilling, Clerk/Treasurer
Town of Cloverland

473970 WNAXLP

TOWN OF CLOVERLAND, VILAS COUNTY
REQUESTING BIDS FOR CULVERT
REPLACEMENT PICKEREL LAKE RD

The Town of Cloverland is requesting proposals from quali
ed
contractors for the replacement of a culvert on Pickerel LakeRoad
at Pickerel Creek, to be completed during the 2026 construction
season. Work includes removal of existing culverts (including
a previously buried culvert), installation of a Town-supplied
95” x 67” x 84’ poly-coated corrugated steel pipe arch culvert
with gaskets and bands, headwalls and wingwalls, back
lling,
slope grading, erosion control, placement of 4 inches of topsoil,
seeding, asphalt paving (20 feet wide by 2.25 inches thick over
a length of 100 feet), full tra�c control including a signed detour,
utility coordination, water diversion, and all incidental work. The
subgrade shall consist of 1¼” CABC compacted (26 feet wide by
8 inches thick over the length of 100 feet).
More detailed project information packet can be picked up at the
Cloverland Town Hall or you can download it from on our website
at www.townofcloverland.wi.gov
Call Chairman Steve Favorite at 715-891-1785 to meet to go
over project.
Mark “Bid” on envelope and mail to: Town of Cloverland
P.O. Box 1565 Eagle River, WI 54521 or drop o� bids at Town
Hall by end of o�ce hours of 12:00 PM on August 6, 2025.
You may also present sealed bid in-person by 6:30 PM. Bids
will be opened at the Cloverland Town Board Meeting on
August 6, 2025, at 6:30 PM.
The Cloverland Town Board has a right to refuse any and all bids.

Tracy Schilling, Clerk/Treasurer
Town of Cloverland

473967 WNAXLP47
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28 X 30 LEASE SPACE
AVAILABLE

413 W. PINE STREET,
EAGLE RIVER, WI 54521

Prime location, high tra�c area,
lease space faces highway, located
on Hwys. 45/17/70. One open 28x30
room, partially �nished interior with
water, heat, central air & electric.
Spectrum internet ready. Private
bathroom in common area. Rent
includes utilities. $1,030.00/month.
Photos can be viewed on Craigslist
Northern Wisconsin, O�ce and
Commercial. Call 715-479-3348 for
more information.
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The Town of  Washington 
has begun receiving 
contributions to the 
Eagle River Chain Buoy 
Program, starting with a 
$700 donation from Paul 
Hennes.

Hennes has previously 
served as an alderman for 
the City of  Eagle River, a 
Vilas County Supervisor, 
president of  the Scattering 
Rice Lake Association 
and vice-president of  the 
Eagle River Chain of  Lakes 
Association (ERCLA).

Hennes remarked, “It is 
my desire to give back to 
the community that was so 
good to me.”

Hennes is recognized as a 
longstanding supporter of  
the Eagle River community, 
having also contributed 
$500 to the City of  Eagle 
River last year towards 
revitalizing the Silver Lake 
beach house.

There are 102 buoys on 
the Eagle River Chain, 
with substantial associated 
costs: each buoy is $249, 

each light is $385 and each 
light guard is $70. The total 
cost for a lighted buoy 
amounts to $704.

The buoy program relies 
exclusively on donations 
for the replacement of  
worn or damaged buoys. 
This year, fourteen buoys 
were replaced thanks to 
generous support from the 
Eagle River Chain of  Lakes 
Association.

Town of  Washington 
Supervisor Carole Linn 
expressed her appreciation 
to all contributors, stating, 
“Any donations are greatly 
appreciated. We are 
grateful for the continued 
partnership and support 
from the community for 
this important program 
to enhance the safety of  
those using the Eagle River 
Chain.”

Donations may be sent to 
the Town of  Washington, 
2301 Town Hall Rd., Eagle 
River, WI 54521 with “buoy 
program” noted in the 
memo fi eld.

Chain buoy program 
receives $700 donation

Paul Hennes (right) presents a $700 donation for the Chain 
Buoy Program to Town of Washington Supervisor Carole Linn 
(left).  —Contributed Photo

Praise
FROM PAGE 1

moment with humility, 
prayer and steadfast focus 
on their calling. We are 
excited to welcome them to 
the festival and celebrate 
the joy of  this gathering 
together.”

Ultimately, Lochte 
emphasized that to bring 
a band as renowned as 
Newsboys to Eagle River 
is a unique opportunity, 
as bands of  that caliber 
typically perform in larger 
cities like Chicago or 
Milwaukee, he explained.

“This is unique that we’re 
bringing a band of  this talent 
to this small community,” 
he said. “It’s a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity.”

Preparations for the 
event also included the work 
of  nearly 200 volunteers, 
a point of  pride for event 
organizers.

“This amazing volunteer 
team has been working 12 
months solid to show the 

people the most amazing 
day they’ve had all year,” 
said Lochte. “It will change 
lives if  they show up. If  they 
don’t show up, they’ll never 
have the experience.”

Another point Lochte 
wished to draw attention to 
was that volunteers make 
no money from an event like 
this, instead hoping they’re 
inspiring people to start 
their faith journeys.

“That’s our goal: to 
start people on their faith 
journey, to bring them to 
this,” explained Lochte. 
“Nobody is making any 
money on it. This is not a 
profi t. It’s all psychic income 
for us — we’re looking for a 
spiritual ripple e� ect.”

At their last event in 
2024, Praise in the Pines 
donated parts of  its profi ts 
to Esther’s House, a 
ministry of  Northwoods 
Share, Inc. (NWS) based in 
Eagle River dedicated to 
helping mothers and their 
children, but following the 
ministry shutting its doors 
over the spring (a decision 
made due to uncertainty 

with government housing 
programs, struggles 
of  working in a tourist 
economy and exploring 
additional ways to battle 
the homelessness crisis 
through programs like IC 
HELP, according to NWS 
President Kelly Lacko), 
event organizers said 
that they’re going to wait 
before deciding on what 
organization to support 
with their funds.

“We decided not to have 
a kind of  spearhead one 
ministry objective,” Lochte 
explained. “We decided to 
see what the results are, 
sit around here and decide 
what’s best.”

Tickets and more 
information about the 
event are available at 
praiseinthepines.org.

Tickets will be available 
for limited purchase at the 
door.

Event volunteer Jim 
Logan concluded, “It’s an 
experience that no matter 
what your faith, no matter 
how deep your faith, 
it’s an experience that’s 

worthwhile. If  you’re just 
there for the music, it’s 
worthwhile. If  you’re there 
to build your personal faith 
and help your journey, it’s 
worthwhile. It’s good music, 
it’s a good time, it’s family 
entertainment.”

The following is a timeline 
of  the event:

1 p.m. - Food trucks will 
be available to attendees.

2 p.m. - Doors open to the 
ministry fair, running until 
6:30 p.m.

3 p.m. - The free 
Worship Experience in the 
Auditorium begins.

5 p.m. - Premium ticket 
holders have a band meet 
and greet.

5:45 p.m. - Early entry 
for fl oor and bleacher seats.

6 p.m. - Field house 
opens to all.

6:30 p.m. - Concert 
begins.

Those who are 
interested in attending the 
event but cannot a� ord 
tickets, contact rejoice@
praiseinthepines.org for 
more information.

Nearly 200 volunteers helped make Praise in the Pines music festival, set Saturday, July 19, a reality. Pictured here, from left to 
right, are Praise in the Pines board members Ed Brouch, Nancy Szymik, Mike Bishop, Kim Ritchie, Rick Skotzke, Bill Lochte, Beth 
Logan and Jim Logan. Not pictured are board members Kathy Paul and Fr. Jim Fosdick.

 —Staff Photo By JOSEPHINE HINDERMAN

Ticks
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neurological damage or 
even death.

Dr. James Thatcher, a 
physician at the Aspirus 
Tick-Borne Illness Center, 
said the symptoms can be 
severe.

“Fevers and headaches, 
malaise, not eating, 
not drinking, not 
communicating, so, 
basically, brain on fi re 
symptoms we would call 
it,” he explained.

Unlike Lyme disease, 
which can often be 
treated with antibiotics, 
Powassan virus has no 
widely recognized cure. 
It attacks the nervous 
system and can lead 
to viral encephalitis, 
infl ammation of  the 
brain, which can be fatal 
or result in long-term 
neurological issues.

“Classically, the early 
Lyme arthritis is going to 
be joint pain, migratory 
joint pain. You may or 
may not get that with 
viral encephalitis,” 
Dr. Thatcher added. 
“Because, it is mostly 
going to be more 
internal su� ering, less 
physical su� ering, but 
neurological Lyme 
disease can look a lot like 
Powassan infection.”

Although the virus 
remains rare, its severity 
is alarming. 

According to reports 
from state health o�  cials, 
three adults in Wisconsin 
have been hospitalized 
with the virus this 
summer, and one 
person has died. Young 
children, the elderly, 
i m m u n o c o m p ro m i s e d 
and people living alone 
are especially vulnerable. 

In the summer of  2024, 
the Vilas County Public 
Health Department 
reported over 140 cases 
of  diagnosed tick-borne 
illnesses. Ticks live in 
wooded, brushy areas. 
Ticks are unable to jump 
or fl y and will usually 
attach to a host at ground 
level. 

“We can’t live our lives 
in fear. People die of  
Rocky Mountain spotted 
fever every year, with or 
without the rash,” Dr. 
Thatcher stated. “My 
biggest concern with 
viral encephalitis is 
dehydration. Because if  
you’re not drinking and 
you’re not nourishing 
yourself, you start to fall 
behind an infection.”

Dr. Thatcher 

emphasized that early 
prevention is key. While 
chemicals like DEET, 
Permethrin and Picaridin 
remain e� ective tick 
repellents, the Aspirus 
Tick-Borne Illness Center 
also promotes natural 
alternatives.

“There are natural 
herbs like cedarwood oil, 
lemongrass, thyme, clove 
that help repel ticks, but 
also the other bugs,” he 
added. “You know, the 
mosquitoes that bring 
us those viral illnesses, 
the biting fl ies that bring 
us Bartonella and some 
other things that maybe 
are worse than Lyme 
disease. So, we got to 
protect ourselves from all 
bugs.”

The Powassan virus 
can incubate quickly, 
and testing is limited. 
That’s why Dr. Thatcher 
recommends acting 
fast after a tick bite 
and staying in contact 
with loved ones when 
beginning to feel ill. If  a 
tick has bitten someone 
or a loved one and 
develops symptoms like 
fever, severe headache, or 
confusion, seek medical 
care immediately.

The following steps can 
be taken to protect oneself  
from tick diseases:

1. Use insect and tick 
repellents and always 
follow the manufacturer’s 
application instructions.

2. Wear protective 
clothing like long-sleeved 
shirts and pants when 
in areas where ticks are 
present.

3. Perform full-body 
tick checks when coming 
in from the outdoors. 
Parents should check 
their children for ticks 
under the arms, in and 
around the ears, inside 
the belly button, behind 
the knees, between the 
legs, around the waist and 
their scalp.

If  someone fi nds a tick 
on their body, it is best 
practice to remove the 
tick slowly and gently 
using a pair of  tweezers. 
Remedies like Vaseline, 
nail polish remover or lit 
matches are not safe or 
e� ective methods of  tick 
removal.

To learn about the 
Aspirus Tick-Borne 
Illness Center in 
Woodru� , visit aspius.
org.

For more information 
on resources in Vilas 
County, call the Vilas 
County Public Health 
Department at 715-479-
3659.
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