
Located 3 miles south of the Minocqua Bridge

715.356.3636
Hwy. 51 S. & Lee Rd | Minocqua, WI • 54548

STOP BY TO VISIT OURMODEL
HOMES AND SHOWROOM

www. e v e r e s t c u s t omhome s . c om

Chad Marquardt
chad@everestcustomhomes.com

Scott Clem
scott@everestcustomhomes.com

39
92

89

Asphalt Paving
Road Construction
Aggregate Crushing
Asphalt Patching

Excavating • GPS Sitework
Tennis/Basketball Courts
Cracksealing • Chipsealing

NOW HIRING!
Pitlik & Wick, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer,
including disability and protected veteran status.

Visit our website for more information
www.pitlikandwick.com • (715)479-7488
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BY JOSEPHINE 
HINDERMAN

NEWS EDITOR

The Eagle River City 
Council unanimously 
agreed to support the 
Eagle River Revitalization 
Program (ERRP) to finalize 
a permit application to the 
Wisconsin Department 
of  Transportation (DOT) 
to begin work on the 
revamping of  a multi-use 
crossing on Highway 45 in 
Eagle River.

ERRP Executive Director 
Karen Margelofsky was 
present at the Tuesday, 
March 11 meeting to 
provide an update on 
the state of  grant and 
permit applications to 
the council, and also to 
ask for support from the 
council in submitting a 
final permit application 
that would allow work on 
the crossing to properly 
begin in implementing 
updates to the Highway 45 
trail crossing. The permit, 
Margelofsky explained, 
requires approval from the 
city before submission.

The ERRP has 
previously applied for 
a Vibrant Spaces Grant 
through the Wisconsin 
Economic Development 

Corporation worth $25,000 
to $50,000, and Margelosfky 
said that the organization 
should know whether or 
not they will receive the 
funding within the next 
month or so.

“I believe (Highway 45) 
is an amazing corridor 
to show visitors to our 
community that we are a 
multi-trail system,” she 
said. “It’s a big part of  our 
tourism impact.”

The crossing would 
service diverse user 
groups, such as cyclists, 
pedestrians, snowmobilers 
and UTV/ATV riders. 

The project is estimated 
to cost approximately 
$126,900, and would 
include separate markings 
on the highway for 
cyclists/pedestrians and 
s n o w m o b i l e s / A T V s /
UTVs, and rapidly flashing 
beacons indicating the 
passing of  users.

The project also includes 
a revamping of  the east 
side of  the crossing 
where there is an existing 
snowmobile trail and DOT-
required fencing to include 
signage to downtown 
destinations, a public 
information board, and a 
bike service station. On the 
west side of  the crossing, in 

the area of  Riverview Park, 
there would be a four-
panel kiosk used by the 
Sno-Eagles Snowmobile 
Club, Landover UTV/ATV 
Club, Great Headwaters 
Trails (GHT), and Eagle 
River Chain of  Lakes 
Association, as well as 
charging stations for 
popular e-bikes and 
improved signage to the 
parking lot corridors to 
the Three Eagle Trail that 
travels to Three Lakes. 

“Those flashing beacons 
are very e�ective,” said 
Alderman Vic Washelesky, 
who tuned in to the council 
meeting via Zoom call. 
“That’s a great thing to do 
there. I think that’s going 
to work really well.”

The angle that the 
crossing currently has 
will remain, according to 
Margelofsky, and not be 
straightened out during 
this process.

The crossing would 
be part of  a project 
proposed by the River Trail 
Commission to construct a 
10-mile bicycle/pedestrian
trail connecting Eagle
River and St. Germain.
The River Trail would be
a link to the popular 52-
mile Heart of  Vilas County
Trail System.

City Council OKs final project 
permit for Hwy. 45 crossing

The Eagle River City Council unanimously approved for the Eagle River Revitalization Program 
(ERRP) to submit a permit application to the Wisconsin DOT for approval to improve this Highway 
45 trail crossing in Eagle River. —STAFF PHOTO

WPS Foundation expands 
tech college scholarships 

$25,000 
available to 
high school 

seniors 

The Wisconsin Public 
Service (WPS) Foundation 
is increasing funding 
for its technical college 
scholarships, awarding 
$25,000 through this year’s 
program.

The WPS Foundation is 
now accepting applications 
for its 2025 technical college 
scholarships. Scholarships 
are awarded to help 
eligible students work 
toward completing a one-
year technical diploma or 
two-year associate degree 
program.

Legacy of 
opportunity

The WPS Foundation’s 
technical college 
scholarships are part of  its 

commitment to enhance 
education and support area 
students. The scholarships 
help graduating high 
school seniors continue 
their education at select 
Wisconsin technical 
colleges. Last year, the 
scholarships helped 25 
students begin working 
toward careers in fields 
such as electric power 
distribution, engineering, 
human resources and 
information technology.

The WPS Foundation 
has donated more than 
$6 million through all of  
its scholarship programs 
since it was founded in 
1964, helping thousands 
of  students pursue college 
degrees or technical 
diplomas.

Scholarship details
High school seniors living 

in the WPS service area can 
receive a technical college 
scholarship to attend one 
of  six select technical 

schools full-time next 
fall: Fox Valley Technical 
College, Lakeshore 
Technical College, Mid-
State Technical College, 
Nicolet Technical College, 
Northcentral Technical 
College and Northeast 
Wisconsin Technical 
College.

Interested students 
can apply for a WPS 
Foundation technical 
college scholarship on 
the foundation’s website 
at wecenergygroup.
c o m / c o m m u n i t y /
w p s - t e ch n i c a l - c o l l e g e -
scholarships. Applications 
are being accepted through 
Wednesday, April 30.

Each scholarship 
awarded is for an average 
of  $750. Recipients are 
selected based on academic 
achievement, school and 
community leadership 
activities, and financial 
need.

Fire
FROM PAGE 1

vegetative materials, 
such as leaves, brush and 
needles, and are designed 
so that burning is done 
safely with minimal 
wildfire risk. Permits are 
free and can be obtained 
online or by calling 
1-888-WIS-BURN (947-
2876).   

Once a burn permit 
has been obtained, the 
individual must call or 
go online after 9 a.m. on 
the day of  the planned 
burn to check daily burn 
restrictions, such as the 

legal burning hours, size 
limitations, or if  burning 
has been suspended for the 
day. Small campfires for 
warming or cooking do not 
require a burning permit. 

Some areas of  the state 
are not regulated by the 
DNR, so it’s important to 
check with local municipal 
or fire department o�cials 
for any ordinances or 
other burning restrictions. 

Sparks from recreational 
equipment, campfires, and 
hot ashes from fireplaces 
are also contributing 
fire causes. Smoldering 
embers can remain hot 
for days, even weeks. If  
using a wood stove or 
fireplace, empty the ashes 

into a metal container 
with a tight-fitting lid or 
dump them onto bare soil. 
Then, drown the ashes 
with water and stir until 
the embers are completely 
cold.

The same goes for 
campfires, burn barrels, 
and burned leaf  and brush 
piles. Before leaving the 
area, drown the ashes, stir, 
and keep adding water 
until all heat and smoke is 
gone.

Check current fire 
danger, wildfire reports, 
and burning restrictions 
on the DNR’s website 
at https://apps.dnr.
w i . g o v / w i s b u r n / # /
BurnRestrictions.

Praise in the Pines, the 
annual Christian music 
festival held at Northland 
Pines High School Field 
House, received a $1,000 
donation last week from 
Prince of  Peace Lutheran 
Church.

The contribution 
will help bring a lineup 
featuring the iconic 
Christian rock band 
Newsboys to this year’s 
event.

The donation 
underscores the church’s 
dedication to nurturing 
faith and community 
through music. A 
representative from Prince 
of  Peace Lutheran Church 
expressed excitement, 
saying, “I’m so excited 
about the Newsboys — they 
were a huge part of  my 
faith formation growing 

up. I have seen them in 
person three times, and I 
am thrilled to see them live 
in my home area.”

While this support 
marks a significant step 
forward, Praise in the Pines 
organizers emphasized 
that more help is needed. 

“We’re incredibly 
grateful to Prince of  Peace 
Lutheran Church,” an 
event spokesperson said, 
“but we still need other 
area churches to come on 
board to make this year’s 
show a success.” 

The festival, known for 
its uplifting performances 
and communal spirit, relies 
on the generosity of  local 
congregations to thrive. 

With the backing of  
Prince of  Peace Lutheran 
Church, Praise in the Pines 
is o� to a strong start, but 

the call is out for additional 
support to ensure a 
memorable celebration of  
faith and music in Eagle 
River this year.

Praise in the Pines
Praise in the Pines is a 

one-day, family-friendly 
music fest dedicated to 
celebrating faith through 
music and inspirational 
speakers.

It was held at the 
Northland Pines High 
School Fieldhouse last 
summer and is slated 
to return to Eagle River 
on Saturday, July 19. 
The Christian rock band 
Newsboys is set to headline 
the event.

More information 
can be found by visiting 
praiseinthepines.org.

Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church supports Praise in the 

Pines with donation

Rev. Grant Van Lishout, from Prince of Peace Lutheran Church (left) and Bill Lochte, president 
of Praise in the Pines (right).

—Contributed Photo




