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NEWS

Preparations to bring 
the second Praise in the 
Pines music festival to the 
heart of  the North Woods 
this summer continue, 
which includes announcing 
the band Newsboys as its 
headline performance.

“This is truly a special 
opportunity for Eagle 
River,” said Bill Lochte, 
President of  the Praise in 
the Pines board. “Bringing 
an artist of  Newsboys’ 
caliber to our town is a 
testament to the heart and 
spirit of  this community. 
We’re excited to create an 
unforgettable experience 
for locals and visitors 
alike.”

The excitement is already 
building for residents like 
Nolan Hansen. 

Last year, Hansen 
attended the festival with 
his mom, Jennifer, and was 
thrilled to participate in 
a meet-and-greet with the 
band. 

“It was such a cool 
experience,” Hansen 
shared. “I couldn’t believe I 
got to meet them right here 
in my town.” 

Hansen was excited to 
be able to worship with his 
best friend since second 
grade, Sarah. This year, 
he’s eagerly anticipating 

Newsboys’ performance 
and has already purchased 
his tickets.

Until Jan. 1, 2025, there 
will be a “Trailblazer” 
promotion o�ering 20% o� 
main floor and bleacher 
seats.

“Imagine the smiles on 

your loved ones’ faces when 
they unwrap tickets to see 
Newsboys live in Eagle 
River. This makes a great 
Christmas present,” Lochte 
noted, urging everyone 
to take advantage of  this 
limited-time o�er. 

Organizers say that they 

are expecting a record-
breaking turnout for the 
event and say tickets will 
never be this inexpensive 
after Jan. 1. 

Tickets are on sale now 
and can be purchased 
online at praiseinthepines.
org.

Praise in the Pines preparations continue

Nolan and his Mom Jennifer show their excitement about Praise in the Pines. 
—Contributed Photo

CORRECTION
The News-Review misprinted the name of  the St. 

Germain Community Church. They are no longer 
known as the Community United Church of  Christ.

Virtual public 
hearing set 
for Jan. 8 

BY MICHELLE DREW
CORRESPONDENT

A public comment period 
is open now until Jan. 10, 
2025, for a draft rule that 
would rework portions 
of  the state’s white-tail 
deer management unit 
boundaries.

Generally, the draft 
rule proposes a return 
to habitat-based deer 
management units in the 
Northern Forest Zone, 
which currently includes 
the entire northern portion 
of  the state including Vilas, 
Oneida and Forest counties. 
This draft rule would allow 
the Wisconsin Department 
of  Natural Resources 
(DNR) to carry out the 
deer management unit 
boundary changes being 
proposed as part of  this 
year’s deer management 
unit review process.

The proposed rule 
also adjusts a portion 
of  the Central Forest 
Deer Management Zone 
boundary and select 
Metropolitan Sub-unit 
boundaries.

Je� Pritzl, Deer 
Management Program 
specialist for the DNR, 
explained that there 
are currently 19 deer 
management units (DMUs) 
in the Northern Forest 
Zone — 17 of  which are 
full counties, and two 
(Marinette and Oconto) 
that are split by the zone 
line into both a Forest and 
Farmland Zone DMU. 

Under the proposed rule 
changes, deer management 
would return to a habitat-
based DMU configuration 
as was used prior to 2014, 
Pritzl said. 

In a draft ordinance 
of  the proposal, the DNR 
indicates that it reviews 
unit boundaries every 
three years. 

“Prior to 2014, units were 
bounded by major roads 

and rivers that surrounded 
areas with generally 
similar habitat. In response 
to a recommendation in 
the Deer Trustee Report of  
2012, units were adjusted 
to instead align with 
county boundaries,” the 
draft states. “County deer 
advisory councils (CDACs) 
were also established in 
2014. Previous council 
meetings and unit boundary 
reviews, as well as input 
gathered in connection 
with this present review, 
have indicated a strong 
interest in returning to 
habitat-based units in 
the Northern Forest Deer 
Management Zone.”

These CDACs establish 
deer population objectives 
and deer management 
unit boundary 
recommendations for 
further consideration by 
the DNR and the Natural 
Resource Board.

“The desire is not to 
return the 40-plus DMUs in 
the northern forest,” Pritzl 
said. “Larger habitat-based 
units would be created by 
using old unit boundary 
lines in many cases, 
but combining adjacent 
historic units to keep them 
larger than the pre-2014 
units in most cases. Units 
would cross county lines 
and the three counties 
(Vilas, Oneida and Forest) 
could have portions of  
six di�erent units shared 
among them.”

Pritzl touched on why 
there has been a push by 
CDACs in the northern 
portion of  the state to 
change the boundaries in 
recent years.

“Counties like Forest 
and Oneida are excellent 
examples of  where county 
deer advisory councils were 
annually challenged to try 
and meet the expectations 
of  hunters when there 
are very di�erent deer 
herd densities within the 
county,” he said. “They were 
caught between hunters 
wanting less antlerless 
harvest opportunity on 
the side of  the county that 
was experiencing low deer 

numbers, while at the same 
time hearing from hunters 
on the other side that there 
was a desire or need for 
more harvest opportunity.

“Political expectations 
tend to favor listening 
to those expressing a 
desire for less harvest 
opportunity at the expense 
of  not providing more 
opportunity where it could 
be provided sustainably,” 
Pritzl added.

The proposed changes 
could also help combat the 
ever-increasing threat of  
chronic wasting disease 
(CWD) in deer herds.

“CWD tends to be a 
bigger concern where 
deer densities are higher, 
so again in the example 
of  Oneida County, the 
change could allow for 
more antlerless permits to 
be allocated to a unit that 
includes the known CWD 
area near Rhinelander as 
a means to reduce deer 
density if  supported, while 
meeting the concerns from 
western Oneida hunters 
to not make too many 
antlerless permits available 
in their area,” Pritzl said. 

“Having units that 
separate lower and higher 
deer densities may allow 
for some herd growth in 
lower density areas, but 
increases are likely to be 
temporary depending on 
winter severity, which 
ultimately limits herd size 
to the habitat carrying 
capacity during severe 
winters.”

The DNR has moved 
away from setting numeric 
population goals for DMUs 
in recent years, but instead 
looks to assess each unit 
for its ability and public 
desires to see the herd 
levels increase, stay where 
they are, or even decrease.

“If  new habitat-based 
units are created, the status 
of  each unit’s objective to be 
increased, maintained, or 
decreased will be assessed 
and assigned accordingly,” 
Pritzl said. 

But this comes with 
its own challenges, since 
deer population levels 

are unevenly distributed 
within a unit no matter 
what boundary is being 
used.

“Stating that there are 
over 20,000 deer in Oneida 
County, after the deer 
season is over, sounds like 
a lot of  deer, but we can’t 
say where in the county 
those 20,000-plus deer are,” 
Pritzl explained. “There 
could be pockets with over 
50 deer per square mile, and 
others with five deer.  And 
if  the population is allowed 
to increase, that could just 
result in the areas that had 
50 now having 60, while the 
areas with five still have 
five. So hunters who are 
trying to carve out their 
deer hunting experience 
in suboptimal habitats 
may never experience the 
changes and always feel 
like there should be more 
deer.”

Surveys completed
The DNR’s draft 

rule states that many 
northern councils have 
been expressing a desire 
to return to habitat-
based units through their 
annual meeting minutes. 
Additionally, the agency 
conducted an online survey 
to gauge support from the 
public.

Data collected in that 
survey indicated on a scale 
of  1 being no support and 
10 being strong support for 
the concept of  returning to 
habitat-based units, 50% of  
respondents shared strong 
support (10) and 75% of  re-
spondents shared some lev-
el of  support (6-10). Ninety 
percent of  respondents 
were neutral to supportive 
(5-10). 

Respondents who 
indicated an interest 
in the Central Forest 
Zone boundary or Metro 
Subunits also a¥rmed the 
previously documented 
interests of  councils to 
adjust boundaries in their 

counties.

Public hearing set
The DNR will host a 

virtual public hearing 
Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2025, 
in order to give the public 
another opportunity to 
provide a formal comment 
on the draft rule. 

To provide comment in 
writing, individuals can 
submit their comments to: 
Wisconsin Department of  
Natural Resources, ¯ Scott 
Karel, DNR Policy and 
Regulation Specialist, P.O. 
Box 7921, 101 S. Webster 
St., Madison, WI 53707; or 
by email at dnradminis-
trativerulescomments@
wisconsin.gov. All 
comments must be 
submitted by Friday, Jan. 
10.

To read the draft rule in 
full, visit dnr.wisconsin.
gov/news/input/Proposed-
Permanent and look under 
the Wildlife Management 
section.

Public comments open thru Jan. 10 
on deer management boundaries

The Manitowish Chain 
EWM Committee is calling 
on the community to join 
the fight against Eurasian 
watermilfoil (EWM) by 
supporting the newly 
launched “Save the Chain” 
campaign. 

This is a joint e�ort of  
the Manitowish Waters 
Lakes Association, the 
Manitowish Waters Lions 
Club, the Manitowish 
Waters Alliance 

Foundation, and with 
technical assistance and 
implementation from the 
North Lakeland Discovery 
Center. 

This initiative aims 
to raise funds to control 
and prevent the spread 
of  this aquatic invasive 
species that threatens 
the health and beauty of  
the Manitowish Chain 
of  Lakes. EWM, a fast-
growing aquatic invasive, 

has the ability to disrupt 
native ecosystems, hinder 
recreational activities, 
and devalue waterfront 
properties. Left unchecked, 
Eurasian watermilfoil 
could jeopardize this 
delicate balance.

Impacts
There are several 

impacts EWM has on local 
lake chains that range from 
economic, ecological and 

recreational.
Local businesses, 

tourism and property 
owners, depend on the 
pristine conditions of  local 
lakes, something EWM 
threatens.

EWM displaces native 
plant species which may 
endanger fish habitats and 
overall biodiversity, and 
thick mats of  EWM can ruin 

Manitowish Chain “Save the Chain” Campaign 
launched to combat invasive Eurasian watermilfoil
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Aspirus Health 
provides tips for 

safe snow removal
With wintertime 

snowfall becoming more 
prevalent, Aspirus Health 
reminds older individuals 
to remain safe while 
shoveling.

Every year, thousands 
of  Americans are treated 
at hospital emergency 
departments, doctor’s 
o¥ces and clinics for 
injuries sustained while 
shoveling snow, according 
to Aspirus.

Removing snow can be 
especially hard on back, 
shoulder and arm muscles 
because it involves a lot 

of  bending and heavy 
lifting. It can also be hard 
on the heart: Older adults 
face an increased risk for 
having heart problems 
while shoveling. And it’s 
not unusual for people to 
slip or fall — or get hit 
by the shovel — when 
shoveling snow.

Katie Zenner, a physical 
therapist with Aspirus 
Health, says that some 
light stretching is a good 
way to warm up the body 
before starting.  After 
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